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NORTHEASTERN BIRD-BANDING ASSOCIATION 


MODIFIED CHARDONNERET TRAP 
RICHARD HARDING 


EXPERIMENTS with the Cohasset Warbler trap used con- 
junction with dripping water were that further 
experiments are being Mr. and Mrs. 
Whittle and the writer, this time substituting the Chardon- 
neret trap “Bird Banding No. but with 
some slight modifications construction and design. 

The theory which the Cohasset Warbler trap was worked 
out was the use agitated water bath conjunction with 
trap which permitted bird enter through the top. Observa- 
tion led the writer believe that the sloping sides the funnel 
were objectionable certain the Warblers that approached 
the trap and that, were the opening more these birds 
would enter more readily. 

The Chardonneret Trap, “Bird Banding No. 10, 
seems the requirements just such trap. early 
model, however, was too large and too dangerous. 
models eliminated these objections and are proving satisfac- 
tory that has been deemed advisable this trap 
detail. The trap essentially the same “Bird 
claimed. 

The Chardonneret traps now used the writer measure 
20-gauge cellar-window wire, long wide. This 
then folded make the four sides, and laced with 
fine copper wire. Another piece, then laced 
the top, being taken leave rough edges the inside. 
the same mesh hinged the inside edge this 
opening. pine stick, with thin wedge-shaped lower end, 
wired (see figure) the door, and the lower end engages 
the trigger stick when trap set. Two con- 
venient taking doors are made, one near the top and one near 
the bottom. The traps made the writer have reinforce- 


' No. 3 galvanized wire cloth is equally suitable 
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with removed 
Show 


DETAILS 


TRAP 


ment, but commercially made, the bottom and edges the 
taking doors might well with about 
galvanized iron wire. hundred linear inches this wire 
cloth, costing approvimately one dollar, are sufficient make 
the trap. 

For the tripping mechanism referenee made “Bird 
Banding No. and line drawing the opposite 
page. The writer has found that small twig, composed 
several forks, makes satisfactory and reduces the 
bird entering the trap without alighting the 

The use the trap simple. bird bath some 
inches diameter placed the ground the trap. 
tripod composed bean-poles, seven feet long, 
erected over the trap, which suspended 
writer uses five-gallon kerosene-ean which has faucet 
means which the drip ean Mr. Howland 
who apparently developed the use dripping water, makes 
small hole the ean means nail into which inserted 
peg. twisting and wiggling this peg the drip ean regu- 
lated. Mrs. Whittle uses piece rubber tubing, 
diameter, any drug-store, with small clasp, 
which adjusts the water-supply and siphons the rate 
drops per minute into the 

obvious that the trap should near suit- 
able foliage frequented Warblers and should placed 
that some convenient lighting perch twig directly front 
and somewhat higher than the opening the trap. 


NOTES MEASUREMENTS BANDED BIRDS 
GLEN CHAMBERLAIN 


writer hopes that the amount interest measure- 
ments live birds will serve for publishing the 
preliminary data contained this article. outline 
operations will necessary before the results fully 
clear the reader. 


! For adjusting the water-flow a wooden clothes-pin, closed by a spring, is found satis- 
factory. The water-supply is kept in a bucket or an earthen-ware container placed on a 
block of wood, some fifteen inches high, located close beside the trap. Thirty inches of 
rubber tubing are sufficient to meet requirements. For the bath a flower-pot saucer is 
used. The cover to a pickle-jar may be substituted. There should be a space about the 
bath on the ground for the birds. No food is used in the trap. Purple Finches, Song 
Sparrows, Chebecs, and even the Kingbird, are readily captured. The cost of the trap 
itself, including the tubing, is about one dollar and twenty cents. 
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During the spring 1924, banding operations, which were 
under the direction Dr. Alfred Gross, Brunswick, 
Maine, vielded slightly over fifty birds. The greater part 
the season, however, was occupied acquiring technique 
which would assure definite results. the birds banded 
thirteen were measured, and eight these made tempera- 
ture determinations. several cases failure obtain the 
temperature measurements was due inexpert handling. 
was novice the game and frequently the bird while 
being measured. learned the advisability taking the 
temperature first. 

other cases the birds had remained long the trap that 
considered best release them directly after banding. In- 
cidentally, might here call attention the wafning the 
Biological Survey, that traps should not used 
where the operator not give the traps considerable 
attention. Drop-traps require more time the trap, but they 
seldom damage the bird, while the man the end 
the string gets which lacking the 

Trapping during 1925 being carried Easton, Maine, 
town situated the St. John River basin. date thirty- 
five birds have been these fourteen were measured 
and temperatures ten more were taken, improvement 
technique compared with When the work was gather- 
ing impetus, tragedy applied the squirrels are all 
too numerous this part the country, and had done away 
with five, when the sixth entered the trap avenge his tribe, 
killing three Song Sparrows and one White-throated Sparrow. 
time does not permit the operation drop-trap, 
compelled satisfied with banding nestlings, which 
second for the present have only meagre 
amount material work Over eighty percent all 
nests found those Crows) been robbed, pre- 
sumably red The remaining twenty percent 
comprised but three tree nests, three hole nests, and four 
Vesper-Sparrow nests, the latter wisely located the middle 
fields. 

hope soon able concentrate this problem with- 
out interruption; then, perhaps, shall sufficent data 
justify reliable conclusions. 

method, both under-wing and anal temperatures were 
taken. The former method smacks the slipshod and this 
obvious the results; not dependable. The 
latter method vastly the better, though the ordinary clinical 
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thermometer not practicable for birds the Song 
know it. 

one there was 5-degree between under- 
wing and anal temperatures. another case, however, the 
second highest temperature was under-wing. difficult 
place the thermometer under the wing the spot where the 
true temperature can secured; henee the independability 
the method. 

The results are tabulated for those interested well 
the observation that the Robin seems 
possess the highest temperature would greater value 
had been able gather data from more the species. Bear 
mind, however, that this species more highly organized 
than any other the The faet that she was incubating 
possibly introduces factor requiring investigation that her 
temperature may have been abnormally high. 


TEMPERATURE 


(The same bird was seldom worked second time. Both methods were 
tried once one bird with five-degree takings 
never differed over one degree.) 


Number Minimum Maximum Average 
Individuals Tem- Pem 
Measured peratures peratures peratures 
Cowbird 3 105 0* 106.5* 105.75 


Anal. 


Under-wing. 


measurements live birds compared with the same measure- 
“Handbook Revised Edition. Measurements are 
given centimeters; weights grams. 
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MEASUREMENTS 


White- Chim- 
Song throated Savannah Cow- Chipping Robin ney 
Sparrow Sparrow | Sparrow bird Sparrow Swift 


Extent wings 21.05 20.80 22.00 21.70 38.50 29.70 
Wing Sane 6.50 6.93 6.70 , 11.05 7.02 | 12.50 | 12.50 

Eve bill 1.40 1.95 1.30 2.60 1.30 
Nostril bill 0.97 0.90 0.80 1.15 0.70 1.20 0.30 
Tarsus to toe . 4.40 4.638 4.00 3.30 3.26 6.50 1.80 
Tail 7.00 4.90 8.15 10.50 3.50 
Temperature 107.40 102.00 105.75 106.35 

CHAPMAN’s MEASUREMENTS (made from dried skins) 

White- } Chim- 

Song throated Savannah) Cow- Chipping) Robin ney 

Sparrow Sparrow Sparrow bird Sparrow Swift 

Wing 6.40 6.65 10.77 6.96 12.60 12.50 
Tail 5.30 5.80 9.80 4.80 
Bill 1.24 1.11 1.00 1.70 0.90 2.10 


1 From nostril. 


Easton, Maine, June, 1925 


NOTES SWAMP SPARROWS 
EDWARD GOULD ROWLAND, 


mature and rain-soaked sparrow with faintly striped breast, 
and reported Song Sparrow. During the next forty- 
two days repeated six times. one these 
when was more fully developed and dried off, discovered 
Swamp Sparrow (Melospisa Georgiana). 

September 1924, trapped and banded 
feathered sparrow species unknown me, whose most 
noticeable markings were the shining silvery edgings the 
bends the the time its 
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second and final repeat, eight days later, showed 
Swamp already noted, the single August capture 
repeated six times September. 

September thirty Swamp Sparrows were banded, which 
number, ten repeated. October, forty-one were banded, 
which number, fifteen repeated. One bird repeated seven 
times; one bird repeated six times; one bird repeated four times 
three birds repeated three times; eight birds repeated twice; 
and twelve birds repeated once only. 

the September birds banded and repeating one stayed 
the swamp nineteen days and another fifteen. October the 
two most lengthy sojourns were fourteen and ten days respec- 
tively. The average length sojourn the banded birds 
which repeated was, September days, and October 
days. Several birds escaped from hands unbanded, 
and others that were banded got out the traps before the 
bands were read, but the foregoing statistics are approximately 
correct. 

outfit consisted four traps set along the 
edge cat-tail swamp having area approximately one 
acre, with large bushy and wooded swamp adjoining 
bait used crumbled bread, cake, and weed seeds sifted from 
carloads western spring have had five traps 
the same locality but instead seventy-two birds, have 
tured only ten, one these return. But these ten, seven 
repeated, the eighth died without having chance repeat 
and the ninth was released night long way from the swamp. 
The first bird the season, banded March 1925, was the 
only one having fair chance that did not repe: few have 
ese: aped unbanded, unread, that are left out the reckoning. 

Why few birds this they travel northward 
different they find food spring that suits 
them better than bait, they just travel faster? 

Not one these birds had solid chestnut crown stressed 
many bird-book Most them had median 
crown-stripe, and many had chestnut all the crown. 
One faint dusky spot the center the breast like 
Tree the white throat was divided 
two vertical bands grey, and several showed 
any white allon and juven- 
iles had unmistakably streaked breasts. all specimens, the 
predominating color the back was chestnut, and the flanks 
were all more less tinged with rufous. Swamp Sparrow 
has been found with any claws lacking, has been the case 
with some Song and Chipping Sparrows taken me. 
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Several birds have shown melanistic phase plumage. 
these, both the brown and black feathers are highly colored 
and show contrast, the black predominating. 
Furthermore, least three birds the white throat has been 
surrounded narrow necklace shiny black feath- 
ers. These birds are beautiful look at. have not seen 
this plumage-variation described. 

One bird had yellowish head, and another was noticeably 
front the eyes. This latter bird (A7811) was 
measured and found 5.25 inches length, the approxi- 
mate size small females this was presumed 
young-of-the-year. The former bird (No. 141056) was 
probably also juvenile, perhaps bird born the near 
swamp. 

These birds are only locally common these parts. Many 
observers have never seen never was fortunate enough 
see one until last Mr. Cross, Huntington, 
they breed here Belchertown, two birds have repeated 
the 17th and 20th May respectively. 

April 1924, banded dull-colored, sickly-looking bird 
and kept one day for observation. ate nothing during 
captivity and died suffered from light pea- 
green diarrhoea. April 21, 1925, another one 
the same appearance and with similar diarrhoea, keeping 
one day and releasing poor condition. ate but little 
during its other capture was similarly afflicted, 
but did not record whether was Swamp Sparrow 
Song Sparrow. The plumage these afflicted birds was 
dull and faded that had not been experienced handling 
Swamp Sparrows might not have been able identify them 
with any certainty. 

the light this experience, have been pondering over 
the controversy ornithologists the recognition 
allowed birds, having slight plumage variations, our sys- 
tem nomenclature, even wondering subspecies had not 
been some cases the basis endemies avian 
disease. 


GOOD AND BAD PRACTICE BANDING STATIONS 


the nature the case, banders operate under very diverse 
conditions the matter environment. the present time 
there also great difference the practice pursued various 


stations involving all phases the work, the actual placing 
bands, handling birds, their study, recording the observa- 
tions made, Prominent and important variations prac- 
tice occur early stage the work, the kinds traps 
used (automatic non-automatic), and the extent such 
traps are tended kept under observation. 

The first and most important fact for banders keep 
mind that harm the birds shall result from trapping and 
banding them. The use automatic traps under proper safe- 
guards approved, but without such safeguards they should 
not used. For good reasons, although not the same ones, 
even drop-door traps should not operated unless realized 
that bad practice their use quite possible. 

This Association has long since frowned upon using drop- 
traps, especially large, heavy ones, as, improperly used, they 
may harmful the birds, and because they permit trapping 
too many our small species once, practice resulting 
unnecessary and prolonged disturbance the birds owing 
the frequent visits remove them the gathering 
cage. Large takings are certain extent due kind 
rivalry existing among some operators determine who can 
trap the most birds once, unwarranted kind com- 
petition. addition, this type trap dangerous since 
may injure birds falling upon them. Drop-door traps (the 
New England pull-string trap) are not subject this criticism, 
although their use capturing large number birds once 
objectionable for the same reason given above for drop- 
traps, and the practice likewise leads lessening the accuracy 
and value the observations and notes made, since large 
number trapped birds awaiting liberation naturally induce 
haste, and haste means poor work. 

Large automatic traps are open the same objections 
the matter large takings, and their proper use should fully 
understood and rigorously observed. this meant that 
after nest-building begins their use should discontinued un- 
less under constant observation attendance, otherwise sit- 
ting birds may kept too long from their does not 
rest with estimate how long birds may safely kept 
away from their eggs voung. Massachusetts and 
southern New Hampshire and Vermont their use should 
discontinued May first, and even earlier Rhode Island 
and Connecticut. the rest our territory, they should 
discontinued say May 10th. Several species birds nor- 
mally nest still other kinds may occasionally for 
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one reason another, September first appears about 
early safe bring out the automatics. 

Heaps old chicken-wire lying fields woods, and un- 
used, stored automatic traps under certain conditions, are 
fruitful causes bird tragedies, since birds search food, 
particularly insects, find their way inside only perish hun- 
ger unable find their way out. Cases this kind are 
reported too frequently. When traps, especially 
those the so-called government sparrow-trap type, are not 
use all openings large enough for bird enter should 
carefully sealed. 

use, automatics all kinds which permit taking 
large number birds should frequently and regularly 
visited order that too many birds shall not trapped to- 
gether, and forestall attacks from shrikes, hawks, cats, 
Automatics should seldom allowed remain unvisited for 
more than half hour. 

does not appear desirable trap more birds than can 
suitably studied and banded. occasionally receive 
letters from members deploring the fact that few birds are 
visiting their stations. Such letters usually indicate mis- 
apprehension the value the product banding station 
should The success station measured, not the 
number birds banded, but the number new ornitho- 
logical facts discovered. 

After bird has entered the (and rule 
only one should taken time) should studied and 
banded under favorable conditions. best place the cage 
table good light where the operator seated, with 
notebook and bands conveniently hand. avoid errors, 
the use poorly opened bands, and insure speed, Mr. 
Shaw has suggested that advance supply opened bands 


always available, the same placed one each pay. 


envelope with its number the outside, such envelopes 
arranged numerically and placed box 
with half the envelope protruding. 

The officers this association have found unnecessay 
use pliers adjust bands the tarsi small birds. the 
band opened that the abutting edges remain 
parallel and the space between not excessive, the thumb and 
forefinger will easily bring the ends together again safely and 
rare cases where desirable remove 
band, this can most conveniently and safely done with 
small pair diagonal cutting pliers, say five inches length, 
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the outer ends the jaws being brought together along the 
split the band, the movement the jaws the process being 
parallel the bird’s tarsus, thereby bringing pressure 
bear the tarsus itself. 

Regarding the proper way handle small birds, experience 
has made evident that transfer bird from its position, 
grasped the left hand over the wings the gathering cage, 
reversed position, suspending the neck, neither 
desirable nor necessary. The transfer may nicely performed 
cases birds seven inches under length making 
ring the fingers the right hand and sliding them along the 
neck till they grasp the closed wings. Most birds size be- 
tween Bluebird and Flicker may easily banded the 
position which they are removed from the gathering-cage. 
There only one proper manner hold bird removing 
from the gathering-cage, and that grasping over the 
back with the wings closed their natural position. not 
permit hurry nervousness cause any departure from this 
custom. 


NOTES PLUMAGE CHANGES MALE 
AMERICAN GOLDFINCHES 


CHARLES WHITTLE AND HELEN GRANGER WHITTLE 


January and May 1924, banded our 
station Cohasset, Mass., eighty-nine American Goldfinches 
(Astragalinus addition twenty-four recoveries 
were made birds this species banded other Cohasset 
banding stations, nineteen from Mr. Conover Fitch’s station 
and five from that Mr. and Mrs. Harding. Many 
other Goldfinches were studied short range—five fifteen 
feet were not handled. 

the birds banded, many repeated again and again, some- 
times every few days oftener, thus affording opportunity 
note gradual changes the plumage such took place. The 
number recognized banded male birds studied, adults and 
juveniles, which notes were taken, amounted thirty-two, 
and this number should added eighteen unbanded males 
studied and about the traps short range with binoculars. 
Occasionally peculiarities color-distribution permitted the 
study the same birds day day even though they were un- 
banded. 
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account difficulties due inexperience identifying 
adult and immature females, our attention was mainly con- 
fined the study was course possible iden- 
tify the adult males normal second-winter plumage the 
presence lesser coverts and the whiteness their 
wing-bars against the intense black the wings, and likewise 
the young males their first winter plumage were easily recog- 
nized the dark olivaceous lesser wing-coverts. The actual 
attainment complete summer plumage was not witnessed 
account absence from Cohasset during nearly the entire 
essential completeness was witnessed, this feather-renewal tak- 
ing place several males between the latter part January 
and the latter part April. 

That some the American Goldfinches exhibit brilliant vel- 
low patches unseasonable times and more less erratically 
was presumed generally recognized when first observed 
us, although later found the literature 
references the particular color-distribution observed its 
during February. yellow patches consisted 
what appeared surviving areas, occurring adult 
males exclusively, summer plumage during midwinter; that 
say, such patches either were unmolted summer 
plumage constituted surprisingly early manifestation 
prenuptial The first example this kind noted was 
February 2d, adult bird (No. 52894) having rump. 
second example was observed February 6th, bird having 
conspicuous yellow patch, while February 
Sth adult was seen having squarish yellow area the 
nape and brilliant patch yellow. Febru- 
ary No. 52921 had unsymmetrical patch 
rudely wedge-shaped extending across the neck (below the 
nape) from the right side, narrowing point the left side. 
This bird repeated April 2d, which time its rump had be- 
come and there was small area the same color the 
sides, but the yellow the interseapular had not in- 
creased size. another bird our notes March 19th 
read: adult male seen with bright 
which has remained unchanged size for 
Examples these unchangeable patches were fairly 
common, and were confined spinal and head feather-tracts. 

The first positive manifestations prenuptial molt occurred 
the gradual appearance black feathers the forehead 
The area such feathers slowly increased 
weeks was January 19th and was noted again 
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the 25th and 26th. adult male 83830, banded February 
12th, our notes read: entire outline the crown-patch 
plainly evident account black feathers, 
partly concealed exposed. line bright feathers, ap- 
proaching clear bordered the 
From this time on, the black crown-area increased size and 
blackness, and April ilth adult male, No. 83815, pos- 
sessed practically complete black crown-patch. other 
males the change had gone less far and was imper- 
ceptible. 

The first appearance summer yellow appearing 
mally-colored birds and believed early stage the 
spring molt was March 23d, juvenile bird whose ventral 
parts were blotched with yellow. March 24th several more 
Goldfinches were observed having summer-yellow spots the 
throat, flank, and sides. April these patches (usually 
less than across their early stage) increased frequency 
and size, the earliest ones appear being commonly the 
flanks and sides. the 5th and 8th April two juvenile 
birds exhibited this kind molt, and April 11th and 12th 
adult males had similar ventral yellow spots. Other examples 
the same kind were seen with increasing frequency during 
April, and April 23d single bird was seen summer plum- 
age, barring trace olive-cinnamon the lower hind-neck. 
Later (April 26th) others exhibited apparently the last remain- 
ing feathers the winter plumage the region the nape, 
which occasionally took the form narrow collar. 

The attendance this species our station during the win- 
ter and spring 1924-25 was almost negligible, with the result 
that only few observations interést were possible. How- 
ever, April 11th captured male bird fast attaining his 
summer plumage, and again April 14th secured return 
male (No. 52893) almost identical stage both 
birds the black crown-patch was complete area, but was 
somewhat scraggly. Back the nape and extending down- 
wards was collar-like, ill-defined band winter plumage. 
Ventrally few spots winter plumage still 
ring these, the two birds were essentially summer plumage. 

Still later, April 25th, adult male came feeding-shelf 
complete summer plumage, excepting that posteriorly the 
crown-patch was trifle ragged, condition frequently ob- 
served this season, indicating that here the last place 
attain completeness, anteriorly the the first 
show molt (the forehead). examples above described 
normal spring molt were observed most frequently, but not 
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exclusively, young males just assuming their first nuptial 
plumage. 

Our opinion has already been expressed that certain yellow 
patches present adult male Goldfinches midwinter are 
probably holdover areas the previous yellow summer plum- 
age. That this view reasonable one may fairly urged 
from the facts (1) that only adult male birds possessed such 
patches; (2) their repeated instances during 
midwinter, much earlier than undoubted prenuptial molt was 
first observed, except the appearance black feathers the 
forehead; and (3) that the patches did not size for 
weeks, which they would have done had they been earlier 
phase the undoubted prenuptial molt the body feathers 
that began, stated, March are aware that 
advancing this explanation the nature the midwinter 
yellow patches are running counter, though very minor 
way, the accepted view the completeness the post-nup- 
tial molt all birds, but, the above reality “progress 
our study this species the bird-bander ap- 
proaches the matter, harm should result from setting forth 
our present reaction the phenomena observed, even though 
conclusiveness lacking. 


GENERAL NOTES 


Catbird History. note that cases are gradually 
accumulating records which indicate more 
manent marital relations among now add the Catbird (Dume- 
tella carolinensis) the list species which find the same birds mated 
for more than one season. 

Catbird 46319 banded our Peterboro, station 1923, had 
that mate Catbird 46323 nested close the house, 
thicket, where shelf, bearing raisins and nailed window-ledge, 
was provided for them. was extensively patronized obtain food for 
themselves and their young. These birds were almost certainly the pair 
which had nested the same clump shrubbery and made use the same 
raisin-shelf 1922, but lack proof this poinf, the birds 
banded that time, relied for identification was 
usually necessary pre-banding our intimate acquaintance 
with the birds, their habits and little mannerisms, including the distinctive 
song this case the male. 

the spring 1924, 46319 returned the banding station 
May Sth, immediately visited the raisin-shelf, and spent much time 
the thicket. remained alone until May 16th, when was 
first glance might seem like inconstancy, but Catbird 46323 has 
never, the two succeeding seasons, appeared our station, fair 
assume that she was one the casualties the winter 
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necessary considering this subject, bear mind the great percentage 
losses individuals every year, and the consequent need new mates. 
The long period waiting, this case eight days, before acquiring 
new consort, indicates that the new union was not hastily entered 
This pair Catbirds, 46319 and raised two broods 1924, and 
built their nests, not the syringas, but clump young evergreens 
another side the the spring 1925, 46319 re- 
turned the stationon May 11th. Immediately began busy himself, 
syringa thicket where his nest had been 1923 (and probably 1922). 
When, however, his mate appeared, May 14th, the nest-foundation 
the syringas was and nest was once begun the young 
evergreens chosen (or her?) female, when taken, 
proved No. 117437, the same mate 1924, and this pair con- 
tinuing together down the present writing. The female this pair has 
returned our station once, and the male has returned find 
convenient, keeping station-records and speaking our returned 
birds, designate the number times bird has returned exponent 
figure: thus, Catbird 46319 return?. Should return another season, 
will become and on. HELEN GRANGER WHITTLE, Peter- 
H., July Ist, 1925. 


Problem Ecology. Many birds, for reasons apart from climate, 
latitude, and ascertainable peculiarities habitat, have irregular dis- 
tribution both time and true both breeding-homes 
and migration-resorts. Swamp Sparrows, habitually frequent 
certain swamps, while they stubbornly avoid others near by, apparently 
similar, which look just inviting the humaneye. county map show- 
ing the location the various swamps furnishing breeding-homes these 
birds, resorted migrants, would show Every bird-lover 
much afield nesting-time knows that while this species nests throughout 
our territory, only infrequently seen. Those who are unacquainted 
with its common, simple song will pass by, and doubtless this one 
reason that its occurrence not more freque reported. During migra- 

tion the case different. Then the species apparently silent and 
seldom seen. Another reason not more frequently reported the dif- 
the details its migration-routes. Are its lines migration due north and 
south way swamps fortuitously located, are they determined 
landmarks? 

desire information concerning the Swamp abundance, migra- 
tion, and habits from all over New England, especially from towns east 
the Connecticut River and approximately north and south 
particularly desirous obtaining information from our various mem- 
bers the number and ecological character the frequented swamps 
their vicinity, and whether visited merely migration for nesting- 
Massachusetts State School. 


Notes Tree Sparrows monticola). the first 
January until spring Tree Sparrows came nearly every day traps. 
little known about where birds spend the night, became interested 
watching this particular flock the hope that something might 
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learned. observations began early February, and four five after- 
noons week stationed myself 4.00 where could watch the trap 
area and the trees and shrubbery surrounding The first late afternoon 
about thirty individuals gathered plum tree some fifty feet from the 
traps. They were perhaps five minutes gathering, during which time 
excited chips were uttered many the birds. From there they drifted 
into maple that overshadowed the plum tree, and within two three 
minutes, which the call-notes became more frequent, 
suddenly launched itself into the air followed six seven others. 
These turn were followed several seconcs afterward another group 
about the same number, and third group perhaps twice the number the 
two former followed after similar flight seemed directed 
toward pine-clad area, several acres extent, third mile away. 
Circumstances prevented visiting this area more than three times, but 
each time were heard, and the last time was able follow 
flock left the feeding little search soon located feeding 
weed seeds that had fallen small place bare soon 
flew body detached group pines under ledge that sheltered 
them from the north winds. The flock eventually gathered one tree, 
moving about from limb limb, preening feathers and bills. 
With the coming twilight, these operations soon ceased and they would 
probably have spent the night there, but anxiety not miss any 

thing, approached too close, the took alarm, flving 
another tree near by, when darkness prevented further 
found from numerous observations that the birds left the feeding-grounds 
groups six eight individuals. continued until February 26th, 
when they began leaving pairs, although the latter sometimes left 
the roost, some being direct and others quite roundabout, the latter 
following Not all the Sparrows coming station used the roost 
have deseribed, some apparently going another stand small pines, 
half mile away, and the opposite direction. Those flocks, using 
the first mentioned roosting-place, assembled three different trees for 
departure, while those going the opposite direction used equal 
tree, but the number birds varied from day means 
River, Vermont, June 


Note the Cowbird ater following note may 
chronicle little more interesting information regarding this species: 
the 20th April, 1924, noted male and female Cowbird moving about 
the grass weeds our garden and close pull-string trap. Both 
birds were certainly adults. The male bird the lead, and the female 
ran after him with quivering wings, begging fed, and finally ac- 
was seen feed her several times. this both entered 
the trap, but haste was only able one them, the female, 
who now wears band No. common sight this season 
the vear see male birds general feeding their mates. Mr. Whittle 
tells has seen our common Chickadee often so, well the 
White-breasted Nuthatch, this eminently avian the part 
this Cowbird has not been lost, although the kindred such 


nest-building and incubation, have become obsolete. Mrs. 
CARTH, Pond Grove, Wellesley, Mass. 


Nuptial Dance the Purple Finch (Carpodacus 
agree with Mr. Higgins that the nuptial dance this 
species indeed beautiful sight, well most spirited one. 
observed June 11, 1925, the dance took place the ground 
front trap not ten feet away. The performance was somewhat dif- 
ferent from that Mr. Higgins that the male side- 
wise semicircles about the female, back and forth, while standing very 
erect (perhaps twenty degrees from vertically) with the wings fully exte nded 
and vibrating rapidly, the crown feathers erect, and all the time singing 
most one time his was intense that was 
carried into the air, where hovered directly above the female, singing 
before. She seemed little interested, though she watched him all the time. 
The performance lasted nearly minute, the male dancing within eight 
inches the female and continually facing her, while her position remained 


Return Records Native Wild Birds. Tree Sparrows, banded 
January and February, returned December, 1924, and again 
December, stayed all winter during the three seasons. 

Five Tree Sparrows, banded during the winter 1923-1924, were with 
again during the season 1924-1925. 

Slate-colored Junco, No. 61464, banded December 12th, 1922, came 
April 9th, 1925 after over months’ absence. 

Catbird, No. 69450, banded May 31st, 1923, was recaptured June 
1925, after two years’ absence. 

The only Cowbird, female, banded 1923 (June 29th), returned June 
1924, and returned again April 25th, evidently this her summer 
home. 

One Song Sparrow, banded 1923, and four marked 1924, are noted 
again this season, and expect more one came yesterday, July 3rd, 
1925. 

Brown Thrasher, No. 259183, banded June 7th, 1924, returned June 17th, 
1925. 

Two Robin returns were especially interesting. 112418, banded 
June 29th, 1923, had small running sore one side its head below the 
This bird was recaptured March 31st, 1925, perfect health, and has 
repeated three times since. 

Robin, No. 259181, banded June 5th, 1924, came back March 27th, 1925, 
and when repeated March 29th his tail was missing, having been lost 
since returned. stayed around the yard and repeated several times, 
and April 16th his new tail was one and one-half inches long, and 
May 30th was fully grown. 

Bronzed Grackle, No. 218749, August 1923, station 
Rochester, New York, was taken eighteen miles west Niagara Falls, 
Ontario, Canada, May 16th, 1925, Wellington Hunsberry, re- 
ported shot. This the first birds reported from outside 
Rochester, and shows that all banded birds not return the home 
station. However, Ontario may have home station 
wandered Rochester after the nesting period was over. STATION 
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Highland Park, Reservoir Ave., Rochester, December, 1924, the 
end June, 1925.) 


Interesting Returns from Kittery Point, Me. Prof. Frederick 
Saunders reports that June 6th, 1925, took his banding station 
Point, return female Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea). 
the same date also took male return Yellow Warbler 
and second return Yellow Warbler, another male. The above 
birds were banded July 10th, Other birds banded July 3rd, 
1925, were three Baltimore Oriole, Vireo and 
interesting note that all the above birds were taken 
pull-string water-trap. 


Polished Bird handling nesting 
ticularly species having the sexes alike, are asked examine them closely 
for evidence tending establish the matter Peterboro, 
Finches appearing the stations certain ones have the bands markedly 
and polished great contrast the unpolished condition the 
bands other seasons the Thus far such bands have been found 
only birds (females such birds the majority 
handled show displacement the abdominal feathers, the displacement 
extending forward along the full length the keel. seems 
reasonable regard them nesting females, since the latter 
common among sitting hens. The clean condition the 
bands due the confined life led the birds during in- 
eubation, the polishing being due the movement the toes and tarsus 
among the eggs. the extraordinary perfection this polish 
number cases, would appear that the eggs are stirred very 
frequently during this further observation along this line es- 
tablishes the dependability the foregoing theory, helpful method 
sex determination, well means detecting whether both the male 
and the female assist will available. 
WHITTLE. 


The frontispiece this Bulletin photograph sent Miss. 
Bodine, taken Asticou, Northeast Harbor, Maine. Miss Bodine had 
made for her what she ealls where birds come 
feed from small basket placed short intervals bamboo hoop. 
This Merry-Go-Round swings the breeze and occupied birds most 
the time and frequently overcrowded and often with waiting-list. 
This unique feeding station was invented the red squirrels 
and has proven absolutely squirrel birds seen feeding this 
swinging feeder are Purple Finches. 


The Boston Bird-Book Company 


New, Old, Rare, and Important Books About Birds 


Pamphlets and Magazines 


162 Boylston Street 


Boston, Mass. 


have the largest stock Bird Books New England 
MAIL ORDERS ONLY 


CHAPMAN, FRANK 
Handbook Birds Eastern North 
America. 
few used copies very reason- 
able price. 
Bird Plates). 
All banders should have 


Guide the Birds 


Maynarp, 
The Birds Eastern North 
AMERICA. 
Separate vols. and complete sets. 
COMPLETE SETS 
THe BULLETIN AND THE 
AUK 
THE WILSON BULLETIN 
THE 


Many odd years and separate numbers all the Bird Magazines 
Local lists Birds, etc., etc. 


Bird-Lovers and 
Banders Everywhere 


the request the Northeastern 
Bird-Banding Association are pre- 
pared supply mixture bird seeds 
for feeding purposes. The combination 
was selected prominent ornitholo- 
gist. You can secure pound lots, 
more, parcel post. The mixture con- 
tains chick feed, sunflower, millet, hemp 
and canary. wanted, can supply 
any these kinds separately. Write to- 
day. 


Price, postpaid 


FISKE SEED CO. 


THE SEED STORE 


and Faneuil Hall Square 
Boston (9), Mass. 


better printed well. Send 
your next piece print- 
ing. will handled with 
personal interest and care 
that will certainly increase 


its value you without 


necessarily increasing its 
cost. 


Goss Company 


Printers 


High Street Boston 
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The Bird Boxe 
Tested and approved Officers the New England 


and the Birds Themselves ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 
BIRDS, BEASTS, AND BLOSSOMS 
White Pine, Stained Painted 
Pull-String Door, Metal Squirrel Guard Dr. John May, Cohasset, Mass. 


A small girl said “There were three whole 


Chickadee— Wren size $0.75 schools there and you could have heard a pin 

Bluebird—Swallow size 10) drop.” 

Screech size 1.50 The secretary Bird Club wrote “The 

Automatic Food Hopper 1.25 lecture proved to be interesting and instruc- | 
Delivered in New England rive to both adults and children.” 


The Park Museum of Providence has 


Mav Brothers Cohasset Mass crowded its lecture hall on three different 


occasions. 


John B. May, Jr Edward W.May ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR ON REQUEST. 


Prismatic Bird Glasses 


Large field view. These binoculars are among the finest made. 
Convenient porro-prism type with central focus and pupillary ad- 
justment. Perfect chromatic correction. Weight twenty-four 
ounces. 

Complete with leather case and carrying strap. 

Made Schutz, Hensoldt, Rodenstock, and other well-known 
manufacturers. 

Value $45.00 Our price $19.50 


Recommended Massachusetts Audubon Society 


HENDERSON BROTHERS 


Miller Building, Federal Street, Boston, Mass. 
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HIGGINS 
ROCK, MASS. 


Designer and Maker Bird 


ALSO BIRD BOXES MADE ANY SIZE 
OR SHAPE DESIRED 


trap 


proof shutter $1.00 
rodent 

proof nesting box 


(50¢ reduction on Bol any kind at one order.) 
Postage extra 3 lbs. pe hoa 


Wath glass side for observation extra. 


Made white pine 


Rodent-proof bird house 
with pull string attachment Traps 
No. 


box trap. Order by Number CAS H with order. 
Metal protection and shutter 


Chickadee shelf gravity door* $3.50 
pull-string trap for large 5.50 
nesting-box Bluebirds and Swallows* 1.10 
Gathering cage, useful also gravity-door shelf-trap* 1.10 
pull-string case with gathering trap 
make doors larger trees. Will take Chiekadees, 


prices as new postal law makes postage Wnce rlain, 


**®Postage extra on 12 pounds or over, 


pped hy EL PPESs pays charge 


ILLUSTRATED FREE REQUEST. 


OFFER SUGGESTIONS FREE. 


For Cuts of t ps Nos. 1, 2, and 4, see Ad. in Bulletin No. 1. 
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